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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: Rubber is claimed as the 
material of the sleeve, but how the rubber is comprised is unclear. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubhcation in this or a foreigq country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1 - 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bottcher et al 
(U.S. Patent No. 4,390,745). 

With regard to Claims 1-3 and 6-7, Bottcher et al disclose a sleeve that is tube shaped 
(tube, therefore a cylinder; column 9, lines 39 - 43) that is cold - shrinkable (elastic stresses urge 
the tube to recover into conformity with a substrate; the tube is therefore elastically recoverable; 
column 5, Hues 63 - 68) comprising a rubber (elastomer; column 5, line 57), comprising an 
internal semiconductive layer (layer '9,' which is semiconductive, and which is an internal layer 
as shown in Figure 2; column 10, lines 17-20) and which includes a semiconductive material 
(carbon black; column 3, Unes 40 - 43) and an insulation layer that is formed around the internal 
semiconductive layer (insulating layer; column 5, lines 43 - 46) which is reinforced (comprising 
additives to achieve good discharge resistance; column 5, lines 43 - 46); the sleeve has two 
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stress - relief cones, wherein one stress relief cone is formed at each end of the sleeve (each 
cable shield end; column 6, lines 49 - 56); Bottcher et al also disclose additional layers outside 
of the layers of the sleeve (column 3, Unes 13 - 27); Bottcher et al therefore disclose the addition 
of two sleeves to the outside of the sleeve, each of which is identical to the sleeve; Bottcher et al 
therefore discloses an external semiconductive layer, the semiconductive layer of the outermost 
sleeve, that includes an elastic material and a semiconductive material, and is formed around the 
reinforced insulation layer, and is insulated from both the stress - relief cones by the other 
insulation layer of the other additional sleeve. 

With regard to Claim 5, Bottcher discloses edge - cut sections near each of the stress - 
reUef cones (sections 'x' and 'y' in Figure 2, in which the semiconducting layers are cut off 
from each other); the claimed aspect of the sections being formed by cutting, however, is 
directed to a process limitation and is therefore given Kttle patentable weight. 

With regard to Claims 4 and 8, Bottcher et al do not disclose non - uniformities in 
thickness; Bottcher et al therefore disclose an extemal semiconductive layer having a 
substantially uniform thickness. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marc A Patterson whose telephone number is 571-272-1497, 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Pyon can be reached on 571-272-1498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Marc A. Patterson, PhD. 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1772 



